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lir. Howard Bray 

Fund for Inveatigative Houmalisis* Xnc* 

1346 Connecticut Ave,, M 
Wash., D.C* 20036 

Bear Howard, 

Tour visit your sub^quent call mean aucb to ae. It also scans much that youji^ 
read me the vs^ I am and corre^ly understand ny dateraination to establish truth to the 
degree it is possible for Jaassis. I suppose it is tn» on all coitroversial and poli- 
tical iasB »3 but with the Persians entwined in the political assassinations the certain 
way to be close to friendless and the assurance of unpopularity lie in trying hard to 
go down the middOLe, to stick: to f^t. However, despite the^ years of painful experiences 
I remain dedicated to fact and hinesty as the obligaticaa of those of ua who write ± 
so the people may know and society can have a chance to functicm as it should. 

Your unsolicited offer to try to be of tolp also means much. I’ll return to that. 

As soon as our recant hearings were over I told Jim I had told you to ask him for 
a date whe^'re reasonable certain not to be in court. However, as of Friday, it looks 
as thou^ I will be home all the time until Thursday, the 30th. We are in court then and 
October 1 as of now. I do not think that there will be a court appearance In the third 
FOIA suit before 'ttien because the next step is the government's filing of responses to 
interrogatories, now overdue. After that we'll be doing "ttie unprecedented if I can find 
a way of paying for it, deposains retired FBI agents and others in the September 30 
case, I actually forced their retirement so the govemaent could claim they need not 
respond to discovery procedures and with s<xae magniflcfflit briefing by Jim won the ri^t 
to do this on appeal, (The government will, I think, delay and then file a petition cert. 5 
In each of these cases I think there are important stories, each in its own way sepa- 
rately important to journalists and freedom of Jm|SoiBation, 

Jim and I have had much more impact on this Act and the amending of it thiui is 
recogoiaed, ¥e have already laid a basia for defending it against ti® government's 
easily predicted intent to have it emended and weakened. Overtly this s began this past 
Thursday, Covertly it began before effective date of the aaeaided act. Here also I 
see a worthwhile story, 

I do not want to write any of these stories. I'll be glad tJ;> work with anyone who 
would take a responsible approacdx, however, and to make what I have available. 

Beginning about 1967 I had to rethink my position and to begin recasting the role 
in which I can be odS social usefulosss, I am now in a similar position. This is the 
reason I write. 

%■ current rethinking las two major causes. The first is the change in ay health 
sdtuaticai. The second is the creation of the House oommittee and its personnel and 
bangexs-<»i, I am apprehensive about both. 

So I would like it very much if you can coem up again, the sooner the better, to 
discuss a number of matters with me. Among these is a magazine piece I would like to 
do on *^ark lane, is the current chief obstacle to the establishing of truth, the 
major bad influenc® on the House ccamaittee, alliiougii be probably has much to do with tbs 
jiassing of the resolution. He is and has been the kiss of death, going back to his first 
took, which was, in the words of one of his associates, intended to persuade Bari War- 
len to kill himseif, Ken Crawford, who 1 had not seen since the 1540s, tsay remember that 
sa soon as I heard of this and the pending Hewsweek story on Lane's book 1 went to see him 
about this, I think an espo^ story by me on Lane ad^t be acceptable where othervdLse I 
would not be, 

Ober one weekend in 1968 I wrote a book on Lane while I was preparing for an In- 
Ti’estigatory trip to Hew Orleans. The tentative title is A Citizen's Descent, a pun on his 



thaa new second 1»ok, A Oitizai's Dissent. It is wretched. It is as dishonest an attack 
on all the nedia as I have aver se«i, HoweTOx, before I saw it, I was he had writ- 
ten it because the role of the nedia should have been exposed, ffia dishonesties, his 
excesses, nake it a very bad book end the criticisas tmjustified. My purposes not to 
"gst" -^me. They were to be prepared to prevent what ha was making nossible, a aistilal 
in the Sbait' case, I wanted that to go to trial. Kdited and updated I that would 

laalse a worthsdiLle bocdc, <aie that could be a force for stability and reason in a a field 
in which paranoia is rampant on a field of sohizophrsBia, 

Th^^is one of the books I've drafted that I've never had a chance to read. There 
is another, part expose, tentativeljr titled The Dnimpeacteent of Richard Rixon. I had 
it completed before he resigned and then wrote an admost complete new conclusion. There 
are otters in various stages of completion, all involving a kind of investigatory 
^our^ism. As of now I recall (May two I want to write myself. One i$ Tiger to Side} 

The antold Story of the Cuba Mis^o Crisis, the otter is Agent Oswald. I've drafted 
about five chapters of ti^e second one. The research on the first has been completed 
for years, 

I would like to discuss these and otter works and properties with you. 

In this context. If no foundation comes forward to support ny work and wants another 
an-angeaent, all of ^ records, going back to the period before World War II, will go to 
th£! Wisconsin historical Assooiaticxi, ^^ch serves all the *^versities of Wisconsin, 
tTtey also want to do oral histories for which I have not had time.) I think it could 
all work together very nicely. 

Aside from their values in political and social sciences ttere is considerable 
literary potential in ttese files and ay work going back for more than 40 years. As 
(Hie example Iduuot there was a financdal/military plot to overthrown J^'R. I gave all of 
^se fUes to the FBI, which retained those directly relating to this plt^. I have an 
TOIA request ponding sines October on their rst'am, Antdeipating that they would filch 
these, I arranged to make a minor record that can be retrieved easily if Jack Spivack 
dess not have his records, (i gaMS him aich of his financial iirfoxmatlon and all the 
^ada on the rest for his expose of Father %ughlin. The Shrine of the Silver Dollar.) 
en the otter extreme there is the essence of a doctoral thesis on the Wari-eu Gozamia- 
sion^ exeisutive sessions. It wouid n»ke a lasting and important book. Contrary to Tad 
Souls and the New Republic’s representations, it is I who have forced all of the ended 
BuppresBiima of these. I think I mentioned this in connection with Rolling St<H’e, I 
cm shew you Ey offdrs of the ancillary rights to M, which instead stole it all. The 
^ govermsnt’s responses to our interrogatories ia overdue, C.A. 

7^1448, is for the two ctMspletc and one partial transcripts still withheld. In be- 
tween there are a nisaber of it^js of real coiaaercial potential, all socially useful. 

Those are some of the matters I would like to be able to discuss with you. I hope 
you:r schedule and your interests psiadt it. 


Sincerely, 


Harold jfaisberg 



